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at S. Paul's. His mandate was addressed, on the usual plan
for convocation, to the Bishop of London, but ordered the
summons of the bishops, the deans, precentors, chancellors
and treasurers of the cathedrals, the archdeacons, abbots,
priors and heads of collegiate churches, a single proctor to
represent each chapter, and two the clergy of each diocese.
The assembly was an anomalous one, but must have contained
every well-endowed priest in the province of Canterbury. The
mandate was dated November 27. The difficulty raised by
the pope's inhibition did not diminish on further consideration.
The clergy persisted in their refusal of a grant, and the king
put them out of his protection, practically outlawing the whole
body, and confiscating the estates of the sec of Canterbury.
This alarming proceeding gave some of the clergy an oppor-
tunity of yielding : it was one thing to pay a tax, another to
ransom themselves from outlawry; the money that was
refused as an aid was forthcoming in the shape of a fine. But
the assembled convocation and the archbishop could not so
temporize. On the seventh day of the council two bishops
were sent to treat with the king, and matters remained as they
were until the next meeting of parliament. This was to be on
S. Matthias's Day, the 24th of February, for which day the
summonses were issued, but to the baronage only ; the session
was to be at Salisbury : the clergy, even the prelates in their
baronial capacity, were studiously ignored. This meeting of
the baronage is entitled a parliament, both in the endorsement
of the writ and by the historians. The resistance of the clergy
to the royal demands had proved infectious. The king laid
his plans for the war before the baronage ; he proposed to go
to Flanders in person, and requested some of the carls to
undertake the expedition to Gascony. He was mot by u flat
refusal from the constable and marshal ; they would under-
take no service abroad but in attendance on the sovereign. An
undignified personal altercation between the king and tiie earl
marshal followed ; and the assembly broke up in confusion.